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It is highly probable that as soon as war was imminent, the
Admiral in command would take his squadron to sea to
avoid being trapped.
In this connexion, the time we select for commencing
hostilities has added importance. If we waited until after the
arrival of the British Fleet at Singapore, our chances of
destroying the squadron would be considerably diminished.
Nevertheless, destroyed it would have to be, and we should
have to adapt our plans accordingly. Further, the time for
commencing hostilities would affect our plans for capturing
enemy bases and for reducing the enemy's strength by
attrition. I will try to forecast these plans in each of my
three cases.
Case (i).
Here, the fact that a superior Fleet had already reached
Singapore would complicate the problem of attacking
Hongkong. That place is three days from Singapore and
seventeen hours—allowing Army transports a speed of
12 knots—from Formosa, and to attack it would appear
very rash. But if the British Fleet is to bring our Fleet to
action, it will have to operate from a base not so far away
as Singapore : it will have, in fact, to use Hongkong as an
advanced base. The capture of that place is, therefore, of
the first importance, and would have to be undertaken even
at heavy cost. We should have to be very quick and to use
a very large force, and to save time the whole expedition
would have completely to be prepared beforehand.
With the British Fleet at Singapore, we should have but
little opportunity to pursue a war of attrition and little
chance of reducing the difference in strength between our
own and the enemy's Fleet. Submarines, it is true, might be
posted in the Anamba or Natuna Islands near Singapore, in
the Paracels, Amphitrite, and Lingan Islands to the south-
east of Hainan, or at the Pratas Shoal between Hongkong
and Luzon. They would have little chance of success, except
perhaps in the first position, and that is too close to Singapore,
Having done all we could to reduce the enemy's
superiority, we should be ready for a decisive action. The
only place in which we could elect to fight would be at the
southern entrance to the Formosa Channel, to the north
of the Pratas Shoal. That is, unfortunately, too near our

